Bangkok Post Chiang Mai Bureau, December 19,2001, 

News for Arts Section

“ King of Robots is an Artist “  Story by: Panida Suvapiromchote
It’s got a cool look, speaks several languages, is entertaining and loves to know new people.

Residents of Northern Thailand will meet OMAN, an egg-shaped robot created by The Independent Artist Group, an international art collaborative. OMAN will stage its artistic talents at Chiang Mai Social Installation (also known as the “Eukabeuk“ event) in January at Chiang Mai University’s Art Museum and will travel around the city interacting with the public.

Francis Wittenberger who leads the research and international public relations of The Independent Artist Group said that the project aims at creating, independent from institutions, self-sustaining and functional artwork.

OMAN means “artist “in Hebrew, and is designed with abilities to navigate through space and time. It is 70 centimeters tall, which allows it to exist comfortably in most environments. OMAN is aware of its simultaneous presence in multiple places because of wireless communication (AKA “Tele-presence”) with its server. 

OMAN can speak and will ask people to move it around. Because of its height, roughly corresponding to the height of the average human torso, it can sit comfortably in a car seat and it likes to travel by taxi.

This year at the Eukabeuk event held in Chiang Mai, Wittenberger will concentrate on working with local creative people and teaching OMAN Thai locations, customs, language and singing, as well as improving OMAN’s exterior shell and clothing. Apart from Chiang Mai, OMAN will stage its art works in East and West Europe and Asia.

OMAN is a robotic poet and photographer. It creates art on its own and claims to be a media artist. For the purpose of creating art, OMAN will be globe-trotting and meeting local artists and people in order to collect sound, images, and location data which it will use for composing printed photo collages.

OMAN is not a robot in the usual sense since its task is to create persona rather than to carry out tasks. OMAN is fully electronic, but unlike other robots can not move by itself. It is handcrafted and the top part of the egg-shell is semi-transparent which allows OMAN’s camera to see its environment but to hardly be seen from outside. On special occasion however, internal light will disclose its eyes.

OMAN is developed by a team of media artists and professionals in electronics, communication, media and design led by Francis Wittenberger from Israel/Germany and Boris Svirsky from Israel, Bigit Schoene from Germany, Sukandar Kartadinata from Indonesia, Peter Revill from Australia, Michael Mikina from Austria and Soeren Raagaard from Denmark.

OMAN is a combination of two parts--the yolk and the egg--the mobile egg robot and the static server. The robotic yolk communicates with its server and seeks to upload every step of its history and destiny. OMAN can reach out to its server via LAN, WAN/UMTS and GSM.

OMAN is always on, using its Tele-presence to communicate its location to the server through a global positioning system. It also has an online bank account through which it can pay for it’s services and also get paid for his work.







OMAN is a fully independent robot enhanced by self-awareness: an autopilot whose function is the creation and shameless self-promotion of its art.
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OMAN – “King of Robots”




Michael Reinicke with OMAN at q~bus

For Up to date information about OMAN please visit 

http://berlin.heimat.de/oman or E-mail: <oman@heimat.de>

About OMAN's performance at CMU Art Museum please contact 

Chiang Mai University Art Museum

Nimanhamin Rd. 

Chiang Mai 50200

Tel.  +66(0)9-954 17 19 

or     +66(0)53-21 82 80

